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are not reflected in the other criteria?
The following list includes examples of
projects that provide benefits not re-
flected in other criteria. (Maximum: 4
points)

(i) The project might provide signifi-
cant benefits to, for example: rare or
threatened habitat types; biodiverse
habitats; rare and declining species;
and the local community.

(ii) The project would be particularly
cost-effective, providing very signifi-
cant resource benefits for the cost.

(iii) The project would assist in the
prevention or control of invasive spe-
cies.

(iv) The project would provide impor-
tant cultural or historical resource
benefits.

(v) The project would provide other
benefits.

(vi) Reviewers should not assign
points to resource values covered by
other criteria. The proposal should pro-
vide a short narrative to support
claims to Other Factors points.

(b) Additional considerations. We will
factor the following considerations
into the ranking process if two or more
proposals have the same point totals.
The tie-breaking factors are as follows:

(1) The project would prevent the de-
struction or degradation of habitat
from pending sale of property, from ad-
verse effects of current activities such
as draining of wetlands, or from nat-
ural processes such as erosion at exces-
sive rates;

(2) The project would protect unique
and significant biological diversity;

(3) The project has lower costs per
acre conserved; and

(4) In the project proposal the State
or third party provides lands as op-
posed to using lands already owned by
the State or third party as part of the
State matching share.

(c) All proposals must include the in-
formation described in paragraphs (b)
(1)-(4) of this section. If a tie occurs be-
tween two or more proposals, the re-
viewers need to have this information
available immediately to decide which
proposal or proposals should be rec-
ommended for selection.

§84.43

Subpart D—Conditions on Ac-
ceptance/Use of Federal
Money

§84.40 What conditions must I follow
to accept Federal grant money?

(a) The audit requirements for State
and local governments (43 CFR part 12),
and

(b) The uniform administrative re-
quirements for grants and cooperative
agreements with State and local gov-
ernments (43 CFR part 12).

§84.41 Who prepares a grant agree-
ment? What needs to be included?

The coastal State and the Fish and
Wildlife Service work together to de-
velop a Grant Agreement (Form 3-1552)
upon completion of the review by the
Regional Director to determine compli-
ance with applicable Federal laws and
regulations. The Grant Agreement in-
cludes the grant title, the grant cost
distribution, the agreement period,
other grant provisions, and special
grant conditions. If a Coastal Barrier
Unit is affected, the Service must con-
duct internal consultations pursuant
to Section 6 of the Coastal Barrier Re-
sources Act, as amended by the Coastal
Barrier Improvement Act, prior to pro-
viding any grant monies to that State.

§84.42 What if a grant agreement is
not signed?

Monies that have been allocated for a
grant will be held until December 31 of
the following year. If a grant agree-
ment has not been signed by the State
and the Service and, therefore, the
money has not been obligated for the
approved grant by that date, the funds
automatically are returned to the Pro-
gram account in Washington.

§84.43 How do States get the grant
monies?

Funding to States is provided on a
reimbursable basis. See §84.47 for infor-
mation on what costs can be reim-
bursed. The Service may reimburse the
State for projects completed, or make
payments as the project progresses.
For construction work and labor, the
Service and the State may jointly de-
termine, on a case-by-case basis, that
payments may be made in advance. We
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